Continuing Education Units are available at America’s

Grasslands Conference!

The Wildlife Society has pre-approved CEUs for the 2023
America’s Grasslands Conference.

Participants can earn up to 14 CEUs in Category | of the Certified Wildlife
Biologist®/Professional Development Certificate Program! One CEU for every hour
of classroom-style learning, and one CEU for every 3 hours of a field session.
Please log your completed hours on your Renewal application or Professional
Development Certificate application.

Please check with registration about additional CEU opportunities available.
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for Habitat, People,
and Wildlife

Eight Joint Ventures are collaborating
across North America to deliver grassland
habitat conservation that addresses
declining bird populations and supports
working lands in the central grasslands.

Morgan Shorter
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www.jv8.org info@jv8.org
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| Keynote Speakers

Credit: Nelma Oman
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Ryan Lance - Opening Keynote

Ryan Lance is the President of
Pathfinder Ranches. A Wyoming
native, Ryan Lance has dedicated
more than a decade of his career
to Wyoming institutions including
the Office of State Lands and
Investments, and the Office of
the Governor. His expertise
includes the development and administration of policies
related to energy development, recreation, agriculture,
wildlife, air and water quality and the preservation of
natural resources.

As a member of the leadership team for Pathfinder
Ranches, Ryan is responsible for overseeing ranch and
bank operations and providing legal counsel. Given his
background in natural resource law and federal and state
trust land policy, he also works to guide our partners
through the project permitting process.

Ryan received his undergraduate degree in Political
Science and Government, and his Juris Doctor from the
University of Wyoming.

Bob Budd

Bob Budd is the Executive Director
of the Wyoming Wildlife and
Natural Resource Trust, a program
established to enhance wildlife
habitats and the natural resource
heritage of Wyoming.

Prior to helping launch the WWNRT program, Budd was
manager of Red Canyon Ranch, and Director of Land
Management for The Nature Conservancy in Wyoming.

In his work there, he was credited with developing
and maintaining large-scale ecological process, while
maintaining economic production on a working cattle
ranch. Before his tenure with TNC, Bob spent 15 years
with the Wyoming Stock Growers Association, ten as
Executive Director.

Bob Budd has a Master of Science degree in Range
Management, and Bachelor of Science degrees in
Agricultural Business and Animal Science, all from the
University of Wyoming. He is also trained in Holistic
Resource Management, and is a Certified Professional in
Rangeland Management.

He is a past-president of the international Society for
Range Management and the Wyoming Chapter of the
Wildlife Society. He has facilitated development of
management plans for the Big Sandy River, Sage-grouse,
and Bighorn Sheep in Wyoming.

Carol Davit

Carol Davit is the Executive
Director of the Missouri

Prairie Foundation (MPF).

She works with the MPF

board of directors and
committees and oversees all
operations of MPF — including
fundraising, strategic planning,
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communications, advocacy, the Grow Native!
program, and administration, and has edited the
Missouri Prairie Journal since 1996.

Carol has worked for more than 25 years in

the conservation and environmental fields in
communications, development, administration,
and leadership capacities. She has worked for
private, nonprofit conservation groups and at the
municipal and state government levels. She has
been the editor of field guides and written on a
wide variety of natural history and conservation
topics for the Missouri Prairie Journal, the Missouri
Conservationist, and other publications. Davit has
B.A. and M.A. degrees in Interdisciplinary Studies.
She is the recipient of the Erna Eisendrath Memorial
Education Award and the Plant Stewardship Award
from the Missouri Native Plant Society.

“I consider myself fortunate to help conserve some
of the most biologically rich habitat on earth,” Davit
says, “and to work with the many people in the MPF
and Grow Native! community who are so passionate
about prairie conservation and native plants.” Carol
and her husband and son are Stream Team #3631.

In addition to serving as the Executive Director
of the Missouri Prairie Foundation and the
Grow Native! program, Davit also serves in
many conservation leadership capacities for
statewide groups.

John Abizaid

John Abizaid handles Business
Development at Vence. John
works with private producers,
NGOs, and State + Federal
agencies to promote and
implement Virtual Fencing
projects across the American
West. He came to Vence through his fascination
with the relationship between ruminants and

Credit: William Wiley

grasslands and how important grazing species are to
ecosystem health when managed properly. His hope
is that Vence can provide a tool to land managers

that allows them to improve rangeland ecology while

minimizing negative impacts to wildlife. His work
includes business development, RF modeling, and
field deployment. He is based in Denver, Colorado.

Matt Hogan - Closing Keynote

Matt Hogan is the Regional
Director, Mountain-Prairie
Region for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. After earning

a bachelor’s degree in Political
Science from LeMoyne College
in Syracuse, New York, Matt
Hogan started his career as a legislative director and
legislative assistant for a Member of the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Hogan has served as Executive Director of the
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, where he
worked with state fish and wildlife conservation
agencies to promote a unified vision for sound
management and conservation of fish and wildlife.

Hogan has also served in executive leadership
roles in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as well
as the Department of the Interior. He has extensive
conservation experience in the NGO community
developing networks and alliances to achieve
conservation goals.
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King Ranch~

The King Ranch in Wyoming, established in 1911, has for generations
P e ebeen :anching on the Edge” and adapting to new challenges as they
IHN‘:T; ' operate on the perimeter of Wyoming’s largest city, Cheyenne.

- Lessons learned from King Ranch are higﬁlighted regarding decision-
making approaches, management strategies, and partnerships used to.
manage complex and highly variable systems for multiple goals.

B
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Credit: Kendall Roberts
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Challenges presented to the Kiné Ranch were turned into op&rtunities—“make lemonade
when lemons are presented”—through creative collaborations resulting in new economic
opportunities providing an avenue to involve the next family generation, leveraging
existing skill sets of personnel on the ranch and ranch assets, and embracing community-
centric relations. Management-science partnerships involving multiple local, state, and
federal entities on contemporary issues foster bidirectional knowledge transfer and
learning for both ranchers and scientists.

i
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America’s Grasslands Conference

Plains Bison
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College of Agriculture,
Life Sciences and DUCKS
Natural Resources UNLIMITED
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Thanks Our Sponsors!

Sage Grouse
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C Animal Health

Monarch Butterfly

Wyoming Stock Growers Land Trust
Pheasants Forever
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
Northern Great Plains Joint Venture

Additional Thanks!

Tumbleweed Honey
Chugwater Chili
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Let’s connect on social media!

HASHTAGS

Conference Content
#AGC23 #ProtectOurPrarie #Grasslands
#ActForGrasslands

UW College of Agriculture, Life Sciences
& Natural Resources

@UWyoAg @uwcollege_of_ag

L £

Add us on twitter
@NWF_ag for
updates during and
after the conference!
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